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“Learning is an active process. We learn by 
doing.. Only knowledge that is used sticks 

in your mind."
Dale Carnegie
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Broader context of HIGHER EDUCATION

 Nowadays, in a rapidly changing word, the major debate is placed under the

forms of institutional transformation of HE

 Therefore, HE has to take its place in a changing and a challenging world

 The terms 'global' and 'globalization' appear in many of the responses

 The context of HE is worldwide both internally, in terms of its students, staff, the

delivery of its programs and competition for its services, and externally, in

terms both of the global character of economic competitiveness and of the

destinations of the students

‘Higher Education institutions MUST think in global terms' 
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Purposes and Roles of HE in the Modern World

 It is a place where teaching and research can be
accommodated in an organized fashion for the promotion
of various types of knowledge, applied and non-applied

 It is a place where money and moral values compete and
collaborate simultaneously, where the development of labor
market skills and competences coexist with the identification
and utilizations of people’s skills and talents as well as the
pursuit of employment, morality and citizenship
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Strategy for Education & Skills

Transformating Higher Education              Septempber 5-7, 2019



What does it take to innovate in Teaching in HE?
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When it comes to Agricultural Sciences

 In view of globalization and development of new technologies, it

becomes imperative to make HE in agriculture relevant to address

present needs of the society

 Similarly, regional issues also need be addressed. Agricultural

graduates should be equipped with sound technical knowledge and

entrepreneurial skills in a flexible manner to undertake profitable

farming and become effective contributors : Job creators for

sustainability in agriculture rather than job seekers.

Transformating Higher Education              Septempber 5-7, 2019



To meet these objectives focus should be on

1. Restructuring and adapting curricula to needs of stakeholders; integrating or closely
collaborating with research and extension in professional environment and making
adequate use of resources from the private sector

2. Organizing, as far as possible, an integrated modular structure of teaching, which:
- Sub-contracts some important basic subjects to the Basic Sciences and General Education
- Enables the students to choose from a large range of courses according to their interest
- Opens some modules to continuing education program emphasizing on lifelong learning

3. Establishing contractual links between faculties and universities and industry for
networking that can link institutions both within and between developed and developing
countries. Research and Training Centers in Agricultural Pedagogy should also be
involved in these networks

4. Incorporating in the curricula key management principles such as decision-making skills,
planning techniques and the use of suitable technologies by the students
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What was done at FAFS-USEK

Experiential Learning: provide FAFS students opportunities
to practice agricultural production

Community Experience: building strong, mutually
beneficial relations with the rural communities and farmers

Entrepreneurial Programs: students develop and run their
own start-ups with a support from the University – ASHER
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
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Start-ups 
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Prizes that Mushtic won 

• Agrytech Accelerator Program by Berytech - Lebanon

• First Prize -"Innovate Green Competition" of the UN 
Environment West Asia, Bahrain

• Top 6 Finalists - Hult Prize regional Summit - Oslo, Norway

• First Prize - Semi-Final Hult Prize Regional Summit - Lebanon

• First Place - Hult Prize On-Campus - Holy Spirit University of 
Kaslik (USEK-Kaslik) - Lebanon
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Not just projecting what the world may become but deciding 
what kind of world we would like to see in the future

What innovations we need to get to desired scenarios?

Curricula should be dynamic and changed according to the needs

FYPs serve at projecting students perception of the reality
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